
  

Issue 10: April 2025 

Dear All, 

When this journal was started, the aim was to have one issue every quarter. However, a mixture 

of work, long COVID (again), and a large commission for my little business have all meant that 

this has had to take a considerable back seat. I suspect that this will continue; I do intend to  

continue but issues will not be quarterly from now on — instead they will be when I have both 

time and material. The former is outwith my control, but you can help with the latter! 

In this issue, the ‘Families of Lewis’ series continues with Matheson’s articles on the MacLeods of 

Garrabost and the MacLeods of Hacklete. The former family are also considered in a booklet I 

wrote during lockdown, and so I reproduce it here (with the original page numbering), but  

without the introduction or fairly lengthy appendices. It is available as a PDF. 

In the next issue I hope to begin serialising an old typescript discovered by Andrew P. MacLeod. 

It is entitled, “Second Sight and Prophecy” and was written by A. J. MacKenzie. This should prove 

to be a most interesting document, and grateful thanks are given to Andrew who has made it 

freely available to me, and therefore to you. 

Best wishes, 

William 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The contents are, sadly, long gone, but this envelope was posted from Miavaig to the ‘lawier’ Na-

pier Campbell in 1876. He had arrived in Stornoway in 1863; the Napier Commission was not 

named for him, but rather for Francis Napier. 

https://rtresearch.co.uk/publications
http://rtresearch.co.uk/
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The ‘Bonney’ letters 

 

Please see Issue 8 for the introduction to this series. 
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Grateful thanks are due to Helen (MacLeod) Bonney and to  
Linda (McLeod) Bec for granting permission for the original letters to be published.  

I am also very thankful to Andrew P. MacLeod 
for permission to include his painstaking transcriptions.  
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Newspaper Cuttings: Jail Break! 

 

In the last issue we saw that more police were 

needed in Stornoway over 160 years ago, it seems 

appropriate to mention the situation in the  

Stornoway jail in the 1850s. Stornoway Sheriff 

Court had been built on Lewis Street in 1843; it 

contained both a prison and a courtyard; it was 

then remodelled and extended in 1870. 

If any reader happens to know who this Malcolm 

Macdonald of Keose was, it would be excellent to 

know more. What had he been charged with  

stealing? Was he caught? 

It is also interesting that this was third such  

jail-break in a short space of time. Is it possible 

that there was some collusion between the family 

of the jail-keeper and the accused? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stornoway Sheriff Court, 2008 

Photograph © Stephen Branley (cc-by-sa/2.0): www.geograph.org.uk/photo/1243657 

 

 

Families of Lewis 

This series continues with two articles (printed in 1952-53) on the Macleods.  

Please see page 9 of the April 2023 issue for the acknowledgements due to various individuals and 

organisations.  
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Donald, father of Norman MacLeod of Garrabost 

 

Donald MacLeod was granted the tack1 of Upper Bayble in the Sett of 1700.2 

His son, Norman MacLeod of Garrabost, also known as Tormod Og, died an 

‘old man’3 on 1st May, 1739.4 Norman was therefore probably born between 

1650 and 1670, with Donald being born within just a few decades of the 

Mackenzie takeover of Lewis in 1610. 

It seems unlikely that the Mackenzies would have permitted a local man – and 

he of a formerly hostile clan – to take his place in the middle level of society, 

but when taunted in adult life as a “son of the fisherman” Norman had a swift 

rejoinder: “That is what I am, and son of the huntsman too.”5 This 

acknowledgement of his social position asserted that he came from a higher 

rank, though now sadly reduced.  

Although the MacLeods were, in general, considered untrustworthy by the 

Mackenzies, Donald’s family must have managed to find favour with them. 

Indeed, Norman’s son George stated that his family had been pro-Mackenzie  

“since the beginning of King Charles the First his troubles”.6 The date referred 

to may be 1637 as Charles’ difficulties in Scotland began in earnest that year 

following the introduction of the Book of Common Prayer in the Scottish kirk. 

During the winter of 1653-54 Lord Seaforth stormed the fort at Stornoway. 

Whilst damage was done, the attack was a failure, and reprisals were savage; 

the English garrison were aided by the ‘old natives’ in slaughtering those who 

had taken part in the plot. These ‘old natives’ were presumably the remnants of 

Siol Torquil and their supporters.7 In all likelihood, the MacLeods of Garrabost 

continued to align themselves with the Mackenzies during this period and 

would, consequently, have been despised by many. 

 

                                                

1 A lease, the tacksman being the holder of the lease. 
2 Appendix B. See page 2, lines 15 & 16. 
3 ‘The Western Isles: Their History, Traditions and Place-Names’, by W.C. Mackenzie, 1932, Paisley, 

p.147 & 153. 
4 Commissariot of the Isles. “Normand MacLeod: Died 1st May 1739. Testament ‘faithfully made and 

given up by George MacLeod lawfull son and Exetr Dative and nearest of kin to the said Defunct. 

Enclosed is Roderick McLeod of Contullich’s bond for 1000 merks Scots, dated at Clagan, 15th 

December 1729. Norman called ‘Normand McLeod of Garabost’. Witnesses Donald McLeod of 

Unnish and Donald McDermitt ‘my Lawr.’ [Rep 12 Jan 1759]”. Published with kind permission of 

Mrs Mary Yardley, Rev William Matheson's niece. Original on deposit at National Library of Scotland 

(NLS Acc 9711 Box 7/6 p.36). 
5 Mackenzie, The Western Isles, p.150. 
6 Appendix B. See page 1, lines 15 to 17. 
7 ‘History of the Outer Hebrides’, by W.C. Mackenzie, 1903, London, p.359-361. 
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It is said that Norman spent three years in “Huntly’s family”,8 gaining 

qualifications which distinguished him throughout his life. As the Marquess of 

Huntly was made 1st Duke of Gordon in November 1684, Norman’s time in 

Huntly’s household was probably prior to that. At some point after this he 

joined the Dutch Service9, almost certainly with the Scots Brigade.10  

Scots Brigade records detail a Lieutenant Norman MacLeod of Colonel Aeneas 

Mackay’s Regiment of Foot who received his commission on 1st August 1693, 

becoming Captain-Lieutenant on 30th March 1697.11 In 1701 he is shown as 

being Captain-Lieutenant of the company of the late Captain Bruce.12 

Norman is listed as head of his company in the State of War lists for 1703 

through 1710.13 It is said that he was dead by 26th August 1712, at which time he 

had been succeeded by one David Sinclair. 14 However, it is unclear whether he 

had actually died; it is possible that the transcriber of the documents presumed 

his death when he disappeared from the documentation. The circumstantial 

evidence that Norman MacLeod of the Scots Brigade is to be identified with 

Norman MacLeod of Garrabost is great: 

 

 between c.1684 and 1693 he had time to move up through the ranks until 

he reached a position which would be documented in detail. 
 

 he was a lieutenant and later a captain-lieutenant, as described in 

George’s letter of 1786: Norman had a “Commission of Leutennancie in 

the Dutch Service”. 
 

 he disappears from the State of War lists between 1710 and 1712, whilst 

Norman MacLeod of Garrabost was on the Isle of Lewis to father his son 

Torquil, born c.1715. 

                                                

8 Mackenzie, The Western Isles, p.148. This probably refers to George Gordon who was Marquess of 

Huntly from 1661 to 1684. Having been born in 1643 he was educated at a Catholic Seminary in 

France, joined the army of Louis XIV and returned to Scotland around 1675. 
9 Appendix B. See page 3, lines 15 & 16. 
10 The Scots Brigade was an infantry brigade in the army of the Dutch Republic; the regiment 

commanded by Hugh Mackay (d.1692), Aeneas Mackay (d.1697) and Robert Murray (d.1719) was 

favoured by men from the Highlands. 
11 James Ferguson, Scots Brigade in Holland, Volume I, 1572 – 1697, (Scottish History Society, Vol. 

XXXII, 1899), p.571. 
12 James Ferguson, Scots Brigade in Holland, Volume II, 1698 – 1782, (Scottish History Society, Vol. 

XXXV, 1899), p.51. 
13 ibid. p.30-45 
14 ibid. p.114. 
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Whether or not this Norman MacLeod was the man from Garrabost, it is 

certainly true that Norman sold his commission and returned to Seaforth’s side 

as an accomplished soldier.  Although W.C. Mackenzie makes various claims15 

about Norman’s military experiences at the time of Sheriffmuir, no source is 

currently known for them. However, it does appear that Norman reached the 

rank of Major under Seaforth, as his son George described himself as “the last 

of [Seaforth’s] Major’s children”.  

Norman received the tack of Garrabost at the time of the “Collonel’s Sett”.16 In 

both 171817 and 172618 he also had the tack of Upper Bayble, his father Donald 

having held the lease from 170019, presumably until Donald’s death at some 

point during the first two decades of the 1700s. Norman continued to enjoy the 

tack of Garrabost at this time, although the situation was a little more complex 

there; in 1718 he had half of Garrabost in his own name, and seems to have 

been working the other half for Colin Mackenzie.  

It is well documented20 that in the late 17th century George Mackenzie of Kildun 

– who had converted to Catholicism in 168621 and so become head of the only 

Roman Catholic family in Lewis at the time – lived in Aignish and had a priest, 

Cornelius Conn, in his house in order to teach his children. Conn is said to have 

renounced his calling to the point that Jean, a daughter of the house, became 

                                                

15 Mackenzie, The Western Isles, p.148-149. 
16 The date for the Sett conducted by Colonel Alexander Mackenzie (see Appendix B, page 2, lines 16 

& 17) is unknown, but must have been between 1700 (the occasion of a previous Sett) and 1716 (when 

Seaforth was attainted). If the Scots Brigade records have been interpreted correctly, then the 

Colonel’s Sett must have been conducted between 1710 and 1716. 
17 Norman McLeoid, Garbost in Ey, to pay rental of £6-18-102/3 (sterling).  

    Do. (for Colin McKenzie), Garbost in Ey, to pay rental of £6-18-102/3 (sterling).  

    Do., for Upper-bible in Ey, to pay rental of £9-6-9 (sterling), with 6 muttons, 4 stone of butter & 1 

boll of meall. 

As described in the Report by the Crofters Commission on the Social Condition of the People of 

Lewis in 1901, as compared with Twenty Years ago, Appendix O: Judicial Rental for the Isle of 

Lewis, taken for the Forfeited Estates Commisioners in 1718. HMSO, Glasgow, 1902. 
18 Normand McLeod, Garribost in Eye, to pay rental of £83-6-8 (Scots) 

   Donald Mathewson, Garribost in Eye, to pay rental of £83-6-8 (Scots) 

   Normand McLeod, Upper Bible in Eye, to pay rental of £112-1-0 (Scots), with 6 muttons, 4 stone 

of butter & 1 boll of meal. 

As described in Highland Papers, volume 2, p.322. Edited by J. R. N. MacPhail. Edinburgh, Scottish 

History Society, 1916. 
19 Appendix B. Page 2, lines 15 to 17. 
20 Various communications from Conn and his contemporaries demonstrate that he spent time on 

the Isle of Lewis. See Cornelius Con: An Irish Priest in the Hebrides, by Michael Robson, 2002, Ness.  

Tradition states that the ‘Laird of Kilduin’ resided at Aignish. Mackenzie, The Western Isles,  p.149. 
21 Cornelius Con: An Irish Priest in the Hebrides, by Michael Robson, 2002, Ness, p.8. 
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pregnant by him during the winter of 1688/89.22 It is disputed whether23 or 

not24 the couple had married. Conn’s punishment seems to have been delayed 

because of the political reverberations surrounding the revolution, but the fact 

that Conn was subsequently banished by George Mackenzie strongly suggests 

that no marriage had taken place. It is related that Jean then married Norman 

MacLeod of Garrabost, he converting to Catholicism in order to make the 

match acceptable to the Mackenzies. 

The dates for these events are somewhat uncertain, but Jean may have been a 

young woman in 1688, and so born perhaps c.1670, meaning that her child-

bearing years would have reached an end c.1715. It has been assumed that Jean 

then died because Norman is said to have taken a second wife, Catherine 

MacIver. Before considering these two ladies any further it is necessary to 

contemplate the available evidence regarding Norman’s five sons. 

  

                                                

22 “In March 1688…Con was again in Uist”. By “the summer or autumn of 1688 Con [was] in Lewis”. 

“There is a record of his suspension on 22 March 1689”. Robson, Cornelius Con, p.10-12.  
23 Robson, Cornelius Con, p.18. 
24 Mackenzie, The Western Isles, p.149. 
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The sons of Norman MacLeod of Garrabost 

 

Torquil, Norman’s son, was probably born c.1715 as one tradition25 quotes his 

father saying, “Well, Torquil,… I will yield you the victorious weapon which I 

now hold, and with which I have often fought and repelled the enemies of our 

country, when you were yet upon your mother’s breast”, thereby probably 

referring to the battle of Sheriffmuir.  

Torquil was educated in France at the same time his younger brothers were 

studying in Douai. Matheson26 reports that Torquil later succeeded his father 

as tacksman of Garrabost and Upper Bayble, appearing as such in 174027, and 

that he was, according to Lewis tradition, the best swordsman of his day. 

Torquil was a convinced Jacobite but, in common with other men on the 

Seaforth estates, he took no active part in the events of 1745. However, in 174628 

he was arrested in a Stornoway tavern for using ‘treasonable expressions’, and 

was taken to London.  

His final fate is unknown; one tradition29 states that King George II promised 

Torquil his liberty if he would successfully duel with a ‘foreign bully’. The 

encounter ending in Torquil’s favour, it is said that King George II reneged on 

his promise, saying that Torquil was still a bigoted supporter of Prince Charles, 

and ordering that he be returned to prison. Another account30 states that he 

was freed and left for France, never returning to Scotland. This lack of certainty 

makes further speculation unwise at present. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                

25 Mackenzie, The Western Isles, p.155. 
26 See Appendix A for Matheson’s comments upon Torquil son of Norman. 
27 “Garibost Ui, Torkile McLeod & moyr”, transcribed from My Lord’s Rental of the Lewis Island 

1740. Published with kind permission of Mrs Mary Yardley, Rev William Matheson's niece. Originals 

on deposit at National Records of Scotland, GD427/1/1. 
28 ‘Extracts from a Lewis MS.’, Transactions of the Gaelic Society of Inverness, Vol. XXXIX/XL, 

p.160. Matheson (see Appendix A) states 1753 as the year of Torquil’s downfall, but no source is 

known for this, and 1746 is more likely given that his brother George was not so advanced in his 

studies as to not be able to leave them. 
29 Mackenzie, The Western Isles, p.154-161. 
30 ‘Extracts from a Lewis MS.’, p.152-166. 



 

6 

 

 

Norman31 was born in Garrabost on 16th April 1717, the son of Norman 

MacLeod and Catherine MacIver.32 He was educated at the Scots College of 

Douai, entering on 24th July 1732. From there he proceeded to Tournai where 

he became a member of the Jesuit Order on 27th September 1738. Norman 

served at Strathglass, remaining there until at least 1775.  

It is recorded that, “at the time of his appointment to this mission, the storm 

which had been raging against the Catholics had now, in a great measure, 

blown over.  Farther than the recollections of his holy and edifying life, the 

history of the mission during his encumbency affords no other facts than that 

he built a rude chapel but suited to the circumstances of the times in which he 

lived.  We find him also the first priest of that period who penetrated into 

Kintail.”33 

Norman retired to Edinburgh, dying there at the age of 60 in 1777.34 

 

                                                

31 Peter Normanson (alias Norman MacLeod). Born in Garriboast, Scotland, 16 April 1717; entered 

the Society of Jesus at Tournay, 27 September 1738; took simple vows, 28 September 1740; Scots 

College Douai studying theology, 1740; becomes Subdeacon (?), 18 December 1745; 1748 – 

disappears from the catalogue; professed of the four vows at Fasnacayl [Fasnakyle], 1754. Kindly 

translated and transcribed by M. Allen from a photocopy of the Latin records held by the Archivum 

Britannicum Societatis Iesu, Reference 46/4/3. [? Indicates that the photocopy is unclear] 
32 “When John Farquharson left Strathglass, in 1753, his place was taken by Norman MacLeod. He 

was the son of Norman MacLeod and Catherine MacIver. When fifteen years old, he entered the 

college at Douai on 24 July 1732. He had a successful course in philosophy where he 

graduated summa cum lauda and left Douai on 24 September 1738, omnibus charissimus, to join 

the Society at Tournai. Two brothers, William and George, were also at Douai; William became a 

Jesuit…  “The suppression of the Society of Jesus in 1773 made no difference to those missions which 

were served by priests of the Society who were normally assimilated to the secular clergy, and Fr 

MacLeod remained at his post… In a letter dated 16 June 1777, bishop Grant informs his coadjutor, 

Bishop Hay, that Norman MacLeod was utterly worn out and seeking rest. His place would be taken 

by John Chisholm. It was about this time that he retired to Edinburgh but, a few months later, he 

was dead. ‘I am very sorry to hear of Mr Norman McLeod’s death,’ wrote bishop John MacDonald to 

bishop Hay on 15 September. ‘He wore himself out to the last in his Apostolic labours, and I trust to 

God he has come to a great reward for I know not a more diligent labourer, or more anxious about 

everything relating to his duty.’ He was the last of a line of Jesuits who had given Strathglass of their 

best for three quarters of a century.” The Innes Review, Volume 24 Issue 2, page 75-102, ISSN 0020-

157x Available Online Aug 2010. 
33 John Boyd, A short memoir of the Mission of Strathglass, Malignant Cove, 1850 
34 “Norman MacLeod (ex-SJ), who had the alias Normanson, came to Strathglass in 1753 and 

remained till 1777, when he retired to Edinburgh and died there in that year, aged 60”. Archivum 

Britannicum Societatis Iesu, 46/4/3, photocopy of ‘Clergy Lists of the Highland District, 1732-1828’ 

in The Innes Review vol. 17 supplied by the Scottish Catholic Archives, 1992. 
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William35 was born on 7th April 1720 and followed his brother Norman to 

Douai, commencing his training on 28th September 1735.36 He served at 

Braemar37, eventually dying in Edinburgh on 19th May 1784. He is buried in the 

Canongate Churchyard.38 

 

George is recorded as being the son of Catherine MacIver.39 He followed his 

brothers Norman and William to Douai on 21st March 174140; given that they 

had each commenced their studies within a few months of their 15th birthdays, 

it is very likely that George was born c.1726.  

Unlike his brothers George returned to Lewis without taking orders; Matheson 

speculates that George was, perhaps, not very biddable. In his letter of 1786, 

however, George comments41 that he had no real choice in the matter, being 

instructed to return to Lewis by Seaforth. A consideration of dates does make 

this appear plausible: Norman and William had both entered the Society of 

Jesus aged between 21 and 22 years. If George had followed the same path then 

he could have been expected to enter the Society c.1747, and so it seems that 

his return to Lewis may have been less to do with any failure in his religious 

studies42, but rather that Seaforth required him to return in order to succeed 

his brother Torquil as tacksman of Garrabost and Upper Bayble, following 

Torquil’s forced removal from the island in 1746.  

                                                

35 William Normanson (alias MacLeod). Born Scotland, 7 April 1720; Entered the Society of Jesus at 

Tournay, 28 September 1742; Took simple vows, 29 September 1744; Master of Rudiments at the 

College of Cambrai, 1744; Master of Rudiments at Cambrai (?), 1745; Scots College Douai studying 

theology, 1747; 1752 – disappears from the catalogue; professed of the four vows at Aberdeen, 2 

February 1758. Kindly translated and transcribed by M. Allen from a photocopy of the Latin 

records held by the Archivum Britannicum Societatis Iesu, Reference 46/4/3. [? Indicates that the 

photocopy is unclear] 
36 Information from the internal Jesuit publication, Letters & Notices 39 (1924), pp. 306-312. 
37 There was another William MacLeod at Braemar in the early 1800s. This was unquestionably an 

unrelated individual. 
38 “May 1784. On the 19th died Mr William MacLeod, a native of the Lewis and of one of the principal 

families of that name. He had studied at Douai, entered into the Society of Jesus, taught school in 

Flanders, was missionary several years at Aberdeen, lived for some short time in Braemar after the 

Society was extinguished and then came to Edinburgh where he remained without any charge to the 

time of his death. He was buried in the Canongate churchyard.” Archivum Britannicum Societatis 

Iesu, 46/4/3, photocopy of ‘Autobiographical Notes of Bishop John Geddes’’ in The Innes Review 

vol. 18 supplied by the Scottish Catholic Archives, 1992. 
39 “Catherine McIver and George McLeod her son” are enumerated in a ‘List of people in Lewis who 

were granted Entry Bills, circa 1754’. Published with kind permission of Mrs Mary Yardley, Rev 

William Matheson's niece. Original on deposit at National Records of Scotland (GD427/29/1). 
40 See Appendix A.  
41 See Appendix B, page 3, line 23.  
42 See Appendix B, page 3, lines 17-29. 
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George was often in dispute with his neighbours but was also very 

accomplished, being described as ‘one of the best genealogists in the 

Highlands’. It was said that he could remember the death of Queen Anne in 

1714, and that he lived to be nearly ninety years old.43 The latter may be true, 

suggesting that he may have died c.1815, but he was born over a decade after 

Queen Anne’s death. It is true that George’s closing remarks in his letter of 1786 

refer to his ‘great grand climateric’ but this is much less impressive than it 

sounds.44 It seems more likely that his nearly ninety years are an exaggeration, 

particularly as he is last on record in 1790.45  

George had an unknown number of unspecified children in addition to his heir 

Kenneth, but we know neither their names nor whether they had children of 

their own. 

 

Malcolm was a merchant in Stornoway and married to one Magdalen 

MacLeod.46 His son and heir Norman was also a merchant in Stornoway, in 

addition to being tacksman of Lemreway, Isle Ewart and the Shiant Isles. 

Malcolm’s other sons were Donald, John, Murdo (later tacksman of 

Lemreway)47, William, Roderick and Alexander while his daughters were Mary, 

Jean and Catharine, these last two surely carrying the names of Jean Mackenzie 

and Catherine MacIver. 

                                                

43 “…George MacLeod. This gentleman, who was bred to the Catholic Church, was a scholar, an 

antiquary, and one of the best genealogists in the Highlands. He could remember the death of 

Queen Anne and the accession of George i., and lived to be nearly ninety years old.” From The 

MacLeods of Dunvegan, p.41, by the Rev. Canon R.C. MacLeod of MacLeod, transcribing the 

Bannatyne Manuscript. Privately printed for the Clan MacLeod Society, 1927. 
44 See Appendix B, page 4, line 25. The implication is that George was in his early sixties in 1786. 
45 See Appendix C. 
46 “Assignation 1773 by Norman McLeod as sole heir and executor of the deceased Malcolm McLeod 

his father by his latter will and testament to Mr John Dingwall writer in Edinburgh, witnessed by 

Colin Mackenzie and Roderick Mackenzie merchants in Stornoway. … Extract of will mentions 

Magdalen McLeod, Malcolm Mcleod’s wife, gift of 1/4 of Lady Caroline sloop to his son Donald and 

1/6 of the Endeavour sloop, sons John, Murdoch, William, Roderick and Alexander and daughters 

Mary, Jean and Catharine. Donald MacEiver and William MacAulay, merchants in Stornoway and 

Mr John Clark minister of the Gospel in Stornoway to be advisers to his spouse. Written by the 

minister and witnessed by Donald Maceiver and Donald McCaskill surgeon.” From Vessels (with 

crews) claiming the herring bounty from Stornoway 1764-1777, typescript by F. Bigwood, p.3. 
47 See Appendix A. 
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Jean Mackenzie and Catherine MacIver 

 

The historical details regarding Norman’s sons mean that it is now necessary 

to re-evaluate the traditions regarding these two ladies. Jean was pregnant by 

Cornelius Conn in the late 1680s, and so it is highly unlikely that she could be 

the mother of Torquil, born c.1715, and impossible for her to also be the mother 

of George, born c.1726. It follows that if the sons all shared the same mother 

then then this mother could not have been Jean Mackenzie, daughter of George 

Mackenzie of Kildun.  

However, George’s claim to be “a cadet of Seaforth’s Family”,48 if true, would 

probably require his mother, Catherine MacIver, to have been the genealogical 

link with the Mackenzies. That throws doubt on the treatment of Catherine 

MacIver as Norman MacLeod’s second wife as she – according to all previous 

authors  – had no blood connection with Jean Mackenzie.  

Andrew P. MacLeod has suggested49 a possible explanation which, whilst 

speculative, describes how Catherine MacIver may have been the mother of 

Norman MacLeod’s sons, whilst they also had Mackenzie ancestry through 

Jean Mackenzie. This is shown in the tentative pedigree below. 

 

 
 

The dates of birth of the five sons suggest that Catherine was born in the first 

half of the 1690s. That would permit Catherine to have been a daughter of Jean,  

                                                

48 See Appendix B, page 2, lines 4 & 5. 
49 Private email correspondence (dated 14 January 2019) from Andrew P. MacLeod to Bill Lawson 

and W. Cumming, followed by a telephone conversation (15 January 2019) between W. Cumming 

and Andrew P. MacLeod. 
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whether her father was an otherwise unknown MacIver who (instead of 

Norman MacLeod) subsequently married Jean or was Cornelius Conn himself. 

In this latter case the proposed MacIver would have brought Catherine up as 

his own daughter and given her his surname. 

Thus Catherine MacIver would have been of Mackenzie descent, and of an age 

to marry from c.1710, and able to bear children until at least c.1730. The 

pedigree on the previous page illustrates this theory. 

All the evidence suggests, therefore, that Norman Og was as much as two 

generations older than his sons. This is less unlikely than it sounds, as it seems 

to have been quite normal50 for young men to enlist with the army, serve for 

twenty or more years, and then return home. It may be that their military 

bearing and foreign experiences were an attraction for some young women, but 

it is certain that the relative financial security offered by a man with a regular 

pension would have been an inducement for others. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Matheson’s suggestion that MacLeods of this family might still live in Lewis is 

plausible given the fact that Malcolm’s sons numbered seven, whilst George 

had an unknown number of children, some of whom may have been male. If 

this is so, then Y-DNA tests could be invaluable for identifying how the family 

connects with other known MacLeod lines.  

The author would be very pleased to hear from any reader who knows more of 

this family.51 Perhaps it may be possible to add further detail regarding the 

children of George and Malcolm to that already provided by Matheson in his 

original article. 

  

                                                

50 For example, the author’s great-great-great-great grandfather, James Cumming, was born in 

Moray in 1782 and enlisted with the army in 1801 for unlimited service. Having been seriously 

injured he was discharged from the army, returning home in 1820 with a pension. Two years later 

he married Gordonetta Sutor who was 16 years younger, by whom he went on to have nine children. 
51 He can be contacted by email: cummingwj@hotmail.com 
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