
  

Issue 7: January 2024 

Happy New Year! 

I hope you’ve enjoyed a restful Christmas, and that the year ahead is a good one. I have enjoyed 

compiling this issue, but repeat my plea for any other articles - however short they may be - from 

you. Don’t imagine that you have nothing worthwhile to contribute - it would be wonderful to in-

clude even the smallest story or scrap of an old song. 

As ever, please let any friends who may be interested know about the journal.  

Yours, 

William 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

105 years 

 

http://rtresearch.co.uk/
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Mr John Macdonald of Little Bernera 

In 1896, Dr Ross of Barvas was asked by his brother-in-law to send any information which was 

available on their family. These notes were then printed in 1902, and have been annotated by Rev. 

William Matheson. Matheson is not named, but his distinctive handwriting is readily identified. 

Although we can hope that the National Library of Scotland will host this document at the same 

web address for a long time to come, it may be best to save your own copy if it is of interest. 

 

 

The Financial Crash of 1897 

The famine of the mid-19th century and the lack of crofting land for expanding families in the late 

19th and early 20th centuries are well known. Perhaps we imagine that financial crashes are a 

product of the modern world, and could not have affected our ancestors, afflicted though they 

were by other issues. 

The collapse of the Caledonian Bank affected towns and communities across the Highlands and 

Islands. The Inverness Courier (12 December 1897) reported the effect in Stornoway as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It may be that your family has stories of the financial difficulties experienced at this time. If so, it 

would be good to hear of personal accounts which would illustrate the general problems  

mentioned in the article. 

 

 

https://deriv.nls.uk/dcn23/7683/76835480.23.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1uNuQ5FDCPoBOqlIZjXMrAL5_d4st5Imb0KFkbqN55yWUKhytUyjMbJTA
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Poor Law Records: Stornoway Parish 

 

The recent attack (see here) upon both the operational and backup servers belonging to 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar (CnES) has resulted in some useful genealogical information becoming 

unavailable, at least in the short to medium-term. One of these items consists of four large ledgers 

which contain Poor Law records for the parish of Stornoway. I have been told that they will be 

made available again when that becomes possible. For the time being, please be aware that they 

exist. I imagine that it is still possible to view them by visiting Tasglann nan Eilean, the purpose-

built archive attached to Stornoway Castle. 

The four ledgers referred to are listed as follows: 

 General Register of the Poor: 1849 - 1877 

 General Register of the Poor: 1895 - 1905 

 Register of Poor: 1849 - 1884 

 Register of Poor: 1884 - 1895 

Previous issues have referred to my interest in the Crichton family, and also those families who 

used the name of Torquil. Therefore this entry in the records is of interest to me and illustrates the 

usefulness of the records: 

One imagines that Poor Law standards were sufficiently stringent to ensure that someone who 

could do any work at all would not be described as ‘wholly disabled’. The heart disease which  

Torquil suffered from must have been debilitating, and it is probable that he would have struggled 

with the guilt of not providing for his family. 

Torquil’s parents apparently assisted him, meaning that he would have received a lower amount of 

relief, although in 1896 he did receive extra money towards the roofing of his new house. 

https://cne-siar.gov.uk/category/cyber-updates/
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This is a clear example of why it is so important to look beyond census records and birth /   

marriage / death certificates. This record provides us with a much better grasp of his struggles. 

The record continues, showing alterations to the arrangements as they years progressed: 

 

The amount of money provided went up, probably because his parents were less able to assist him 
- we know from death records that his father Donald died in 1897. As Torquil neared the end of 
his life he was granted a bedstead as well as further repairs to his home. He passed away in 1910, 
aged just 44. 

The death certificate shows that the main cause of death was tuberculosis; without the Poor Law 
record we would have no understanding of the difficulties of the previous fifteen or twenty years. 

 

 

Lewis connections in Cheshire 

The following snippet points to an English civil registration record which may be of interest.  
English (and Welsh) records can be ordered from the General Register Office.  

The death record referred to 
here can be purchased as a  
digital image for £2.50 - it is 
recorded in the index under: 
Jane Mcleod, Q2 1851, Wirral, 
Vol 19, Page 279 

https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/login.asp
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John o’ Groat Journal, 2 June 1859 
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Inverness Advertiser, 5 October 1858 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banffshire Journal, 7 February 1860 

 

 

Families of Lewis 

This series continues with four articles (printed in 1951) on the Maclennans and Macleans.  

Please see page 9 of the April 2023 issue for the acknowledgements due to various individuals 

and organisations. If an as-yet-unpublished article is of particular interest to you, please submit a 

short piece of your own and I will see what I can do for you! 
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Terms & Conditions for submissions 

 

 

1) There is no fee to be paid at any point. 

 

2) Submissions may be of any length and should be emailed to cummingwj@hotmail.com. 

A fifty-word piece of oral history is as welcome as a ten-thousand word essay. 

 

3) Copyright remains with the submitter. 

 

4) Submissions should be submitted as Word documents. These may be edited for formatting, but 

will otherwise be published as submitted. Images should be submitted as high resolution .png 

or .jpg files. If the compiler believes that there are issues to be concerned about, these must be 

resolved before publication.  

 

5) In making a submission, the submitter is stating that there are no copyright issues. If that is 

later found to be incorrect then the submitter is liable, rather than the compiler of the journal. 

In particular, the work done by Bill and Chris Lawson of Seallam! may not be quoted at any 

length. Instead the work referred to should be cited so that the reader can refer to the original 

text. 

 

6) All submissions must relate to a family which lived in Lewis prior to the year 1900.  

 This could be a fairly tenuous link; for example, if a Raasay tradition has a Lewis connection 

this would be very welcome. 

 

7) Where a tradition is known in the original Gaelic, please provide the original, but also translate 

the text for the benefit of those of us who, sadly, do not speak the language. 

 

8) It is inevitable that submissions will sometimes contain errors.  

 These may be corrected by the submitter or politely challenged by others in future issues. 

 

9) Submissions relating to DNA testing must have received consent from the individual whose 

DNA was tested. Individuals other than the submitter must not be identifiable, unless it can be  

confirmed that specific permission has been granted by those other individuals.  

 

These conditions will be updated from time to time. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please email me (cummingwj@hotmail.com) if you would 

like to be notified when a new issue is published. 

mailto:cummingwj@hotmail.com

