
  

Issue 6: October 2023 

Welcome to the autumn issue of Na Lìneachan Mòra! 

July’s issue was somewhat late, and so is this one. COVID (followed by the dreaded fatigue) hit at 

the end of September, and life ground to something of a halt. Now on the mend, and enjoying the 

rest afforded by a school holiday, I’m keen to get this issue out before any further time goes by. 

I have just succeeded in receiving permission (from FindMyPast) to include images of occasional 

relevant newspaper articles, and so I hope to include these from now on. I also anticipate more 

news on the Y-DNA front in the next few months. If you have anything you would like included, 

no matter how small, please get in touch. 

Please let any friends who may be interested know about the journal.  

Best wishes, 

William 

 

P.S. The image of the rowan berries at the bottom right is a link to my small business, should that 

be of interest to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  (See pages 4 - 5) 

http://rtresearch.co.uk/


2 

Contents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Images from historical newspapers are courtesy of FindMyPast, 

© THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

 Page 

Piracy and Murder 3 

William MacLeod of Stornoway, Photographer 4—5 

Norman Macleod of 25 Swordale 6 

Families of Lewis: The MacPhails 6 



3 

Piracy and Murder 

 

On Sunday, 8th August, 1821, the newspaper known as ‘The London Packet; and New Lloyd's 

Evening Post’ printed the following report: 

The article does not mention that when they were driven ashore for the final time, they found 

themselves in the vicinity of Swordale, Point.  I like to think that my eighteen year old great-great-

great grandfather, John Macleod, had some involvement in the excitement! 

A full account of the trial has been added to the journal home page — it’s well worth reading. 
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William MacLeod of Stornoway, Photographer 

On occasion I spend a few minutes searching eBay for locations, institutions and surnames of  

interest to me. It is surprising how frequently something appealing is discovered. The only  

question then is whether the cost can be justified! 

A few weeks ago I came across the carte-de-visite (CDV) below at a sensible price, and so decided 

to make the purchase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Searching the various decennial census records, it is easily found that William MacLeod was living 

with his wife Jane and their family at 20 Keith Street in both 1871 and 1881. By 1891 they had 

moved to 34 Keith Street, and so this photograph must date, at the latest, to the late 1880s. A  

photographer in mid-Victorian Stornoway must have been a rather rare individual, although I  

imagine that if the fishing was particularly good then he may well have benefitted from the extra 

cash in some people’s pockets. 

Having done a little more research of my own, I googled for William MacLeod and found an  

excellent article; rather than re-inventing the wheel I have included a link here.  William died in 

the autumn of 1899: 

[courtesy of NRS, scotlandspeople.gov.uk] 

https://buildingourpast.com/2017/01/02/william-macleod-stornoway-photographer/
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ornoway, Photographer 

William the photographer is undoubtedly a man of interest amongst Victorian Stornoway  

merchants, but the census records do not give us a great sense of the man. His obituary, below, 

goes to the other extreme. There is no mention of his trade (although the date of death given 

matches that on his death certificate), but his impact upon local society, particularly from within 

the church, was plainly significant. 

If you happen to know the identity of either of the men in the photograph, please get in touch! 
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Norman Macleod of 25 Swordale 

Norman Macleod was born in 1874 in Swordale, Point. Viewing his gravestone, just a mile from 
his birthplace, few would imagine that he travelled the world, married and made his home in  
Australia before dying in Canada at the age of 44. 

Norman joined the British Royal Navy in 1891 unable to speak 
much English but, as with so many islanders, being more than 
capable on the ocean. His time in the Navy as a Gunner and  
Torpedo Man was punctuated by promotion and demotion,  
including a sentence of 21 days of hard labour in Lewes Gaol. He 
bought himself out of the Navy whilst in port in Australia in 
1902. He proceeded to join the Adelaide Steamship Company 
and studied navigation, quickly  becoming a very capable officer, 
being strictly temperate and a firm disciplinarian.  

In 1905 Norman married Effie, his first cousin, to the dismay of 
both families. Effie was a divorcee, having previously been  
married to another Scot, Alexander Terras, a tattooed and 
scarred man of larcenous habits. 

Norman sailed between  
Australia and the west coast of 
North America. His final voyage 
was as First Mate on the SS  

Yankalilla, leaving Newcastle, Australia in the November of 1918. 
She arrived in Ocean Falls, British Columbia, on 31 December 
1918. Norman was diagnosed with influenza the following day, 
just as the Hebrides were suffering what is still Britain’s worst 
post-Titanic peacetime shipping tragedy: the sinking of HMY 
Iolaire. Norman passed away nine days later, one of around 30 
million to die from the Spanish Influenza pandemic.  

Effie had his body exhumed from the Ocean Falls Cemetery and 
embalmed before booking the homeward passage to Lewis. He 
was then buried in the Aignish Cemetery on the Braighe, near 
the village and the ocean he had loved. 

 

 

 

 

Families of Lewis 

This series continues with two articles (printed February 1951) on the Macphails.  

Please see page 9 of the April 2023 issue for the acknowledgements due to various individuals 

and organisations. If an as-yet-unpublished article is of particular interest to you, please submit a 

short piece of your own and I will see what I can do for you! 
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Terms & Conditions for submissions 

 

 

1) There is no fee to be paid at any point. 

 

2) Submissions may be of any length and should be emailed to cummingwj@hotmail.com. 

A fifty-word piece of oral history is as welcome as a ten-thousand word essay. 

 

3) Copyright remains with the submitter. 

 

4) Submissions should be submitted as Word documents. These may be edited for formatting, but 

will otherwise be published as submitted. Images should be submitted as high resolution .png 

or .jpg files. If the compiler believes that there are issues to be concerned about, these must be 

resolved before publication.  

 

5) In making a submission, the submitter is stating that there are no copyright issues. If that is 

later found to be incorrect then the submitter is liable, rather than the compiler of the journal. 

In particular, the work done by Bill and Chris Lawson of Seallam! may not be quoted at any 

length. Instead the work referred to should be cited so that the reader can refer to the original 

text. 

 

6) All submissions must relate to a family which lived in Lewis prior to the year 1900.  

 This could be a fairly tenuous link; for example, if a Raasay tradition has a Lewis connection 

this would be very welcome. 

 

7) Where a tradition is known in the original Gaelic, please provide the original, but also translate 

the text for the benefit of those of us who, sadly, do not speak the language. 

 

8) It is inevitable that submissions will sometimes contain errors.  

 These may be corrected by the submitter or politely challenged by others in future issues. 

 

9) Submissions relating to DNA testing must have received consent from the individual whose 

DNA was tested. Individuals other than the submitter must not be identifiable, unless it can be  

confirmed that specific permission has been granted by those other individuals.  

 

These conditions will be updated from time to time. 

 

 

 

 

 

Please email me (cummingwj@hotmail.com) if you would 

like to be notified when a new issue is published. 

mailto:cummingwj@hotmail.com

